Recently published histories of neural nets either ignore Bain's contributions to this area completely (e.g., Dierig, 1994) or make only cursory reference to him (e.g., Valentine, 1989) . Thus, Dierig reproduced a figure taken from Exner (1894) which is presented as constituting ''the earliest representation of a neural network'' (p. 450). The network in question had arisen out of Exner's investigations into the characteristics of the motion aftereffect, (see Wade, 1994) , but, some 20 years previously, Bain (1873) had reproduced a version of a neural network whose properties were specifically designed to support the processes of learning and associative memory.
More general histories of connectionism also pay scant regard to Bain (see Jones, 1993; Quinlan, 1991; Walker, 1990) and take the work of Hebb as their principal focus when setting out the properties of neural networks. Quinlan expresses the received view when he states: ''it remains true that many of the ideas fundamental to connectionism were set out by Hebb'' (Quinlan, 1991, p. 6) although, in this case also, we will argue that certain
